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By Michael Tsikoff -

w:ummgwn Post Sta1f Writer

The ﬁrst dayJ ‘William Doswell reported for
work at -the--CIA, -Director Wllham J. Casey
* bluntly spelled «out his ‘mission. :

“Billy,” he sald ‘\ve re gomg to be a no- -pro-

- file-agencv.™

" Nearly two vears: later the chlef of the agen-
ev's Office of External Affairs acknowledges-he
hasn't succeeded, but not because he hasn’t’

" tried. The CIA is once again the focus of public

controversy, sparked by news reports that it is

conducting a .cévert military -operation to over-

throw the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua. , -

. At the United Nations, the Cuban ambassas- -

dor ‘accuses the agency of plotting & foreign in-
vasion much like the Bay of Pigs. On Capitol
Hill, members of Congress say the CIA has
overstepped its bounds and is violating the law.

But at the CIA’s headquarters on 219 seclud-
ed .acres just off the George Washington Park-
way in -Langley, Doswell works hard makmg

* - sure the agency says as little as possible.

As head of the external affairs office, the
congenial former statehouse lobbyist from Rich-
mond oversees CIA congressional affairs and
relations with the academic community. He is
also the chief CIA aide in charge of public in-

" formation. But he noted, “We're not here to

serve the public.”

What Doswell does serve, he savs, is the
“public interest,” and to the CIA that means
keeping an increasingly tight lid on public ac-
cess. Each week, Doswell’s 18-member public

affairs stdff logs about 385 telephone calls from
the news media-and 40 letters from the public..

- Under Doswell’s orders, ‘the inquiries are

. handied courteously and efficiently, including -
. the inevitable queries about unidentified fiying
~ objects and complaints from citizens that-the -
. CIA has bugged their brains. “Absolutely every

phone call is returned and every piece of mail is

. answered.” said Doswell. “But we mav not tell
vou anything. Or we mav not.tell you what you ..
want 1o hear.. .. As a matter of fact, our-

most-often-used phrase is ‘no comment.” ™
To Doswell, it is all part of a broader Reagan
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' '-admlnm:-ataon effon todimit the ﬂow of pubhc !
* information on national secunty issues substan

tially. Doswell has been workmg to draft legis-

lation” exerpting new areas 'of CIA activity
- 'from coverage under the Freedom of_ Informa

tion Act.”
“The. admmxstramon i8 engaged ina concer

ted campaign o increase government ‘secrecy,”

said Jerry Berman, legislative counsel for the
American Civil Liberties Union, who sees the
CIA’s efforts as pa(t of the pattern.

" The agency wasn’t always buttoned up so

“tight. Six years ago, with the CIA reeling from .

disclosures about its attempis fo assassinate
foreign leaders and overthrow hostile govern-

"ments, then-director Adm. Stansfield Turner

asked Herbert 'E. Hetu, his ‘director of public

- affairs, to map out a pubhc relations- campangn

to improve the CIA’s image.

Hetu, a former ‘Navy captain, made CIA of-
ficials available for news background briefings.

Organizations such’ as- college alumni groups
were brought in for lectures in -the agency’s
bubble-shaped auditorium. There was a plan
for Saturday public tours, although this was
called off when the CIA concluded that protect-

ing agency secrets would be a logistical night- -
mare. “We wanted to lift the mystique about
. the agency,” recalled Hetu, who now runs a

Washington public relations firm. “We had a
mandate to open the agency up ' and let people
know what ‘was.going on.”

But Casey and’ Doswell qunck]y pulled the
plug on Hetu’s PR offensive. Hetu’s Office of
Public Affairs was abolished, its staff reduced

- by one-third and its-work assigned to Doswell’s

section. Visits by outside groups were halted. .

It was hard for me to justify having the
‘Rockville ' XYZ Rotary Club come into - the.

CIA,” said Doswell. “I don’t see how that would
bénefit the ageney.” The tight-lipped approach
is a change for Doswell, 56. a native Virginian
who -spent- most of his life as a small-town

.newspaper publisher and Jobbyist in:the state’s

General Assembly. Among state lawmakers he
was known as a charming, self-effacing south-
ern gentleman who managed to work legislative




